
Twelve-year-old Olive Blackwood dreams of
directing blockbuster fantasy movies just like her
dad wanted to before he died. But, unlike Dad, her
anxiety has her avoiding the spotlight. Staying
behind the camera is much easier than having to
interact with humans.

Eager to apply to an elite summer film camp, she’s
excited when her film teacher promises a personal
recommendation to the winner of the class project.
But her enthusiasm shrinks when she’s paired with
undesirable teammates.

They find connection on a surprising environmental
issue, the legal killing of local beavers, and Olive is
determined to raise awareness. But she struggles
with her mission thanks to increasing anxiety,
competing friendships, and doubt that she can
actually make a difference.

With the help of unexpected friendships,
counseling, and a little everyday magic, can Olive
make her voice be heard?
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Reading Discussion Questions
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Olive and Kayla have been best friends since kindergarten. How are they
different from each other? Give three examples.

Olive has anxiety. What were some of the thoughts she had that caused
her overwhelming worry? How did she or her body react to these fears?

After Olive learns that it’s legal to “take” beavers in Oregon, she wants to
raise awareness to help save beavers. What are some of the ways that she
raises awareness?

Olive learns many fun facts about beavers. Give three examples shared in
the story.

Using details from the book, explain how Olive and Jo’s relationship
changes throughout the story. 

Olive goes beaver watching with David and Jo. Using details from Chapter
Twenty-Seven, what are some steps they took to spot beavers in the wild? 

Olive, Jo, and David focus on the Food Fight of 1988 for the film class
documentary project. What storytelling techniques (p. 95-96) did they use
(p. 152)? What do they discover about the rumored stories (p. 173-180)?

Kayla gives Olive the silent treatment after Olive misses Kayla’s dance
performance. When the two finally talk, Olive apologizes, but also speaks
up for herself. Why do you think it took so long for Kayla to talk to Olive?
Why did Olive’s friend Jo ask Olive if Kayla was really her friend?

Olive’s favorite rule of magic is that “Magic Is Stronger When Done
Together.” What do you think this rule means? 

Though Olive is often afraid to speak up, give two examples where Olive
manages to use her voice.



Writing Activities
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Olive dreams of directing blockbuster fantasy movies. What is something
that you would like to do one day? Why is this dream important to you?

Everyone feels anxious sometimes. Write about a time when you were
afraid. What do you think is the best way to handle worries?

Write a scene or short story using the screenwriting format. Refer to
Chapters One,  Thirty-Four, and Forty-Seven on writing in this format.

Science Activities
Be sure to cite the sources where you find your information.

Research why beavers are a “keystone species,” and write about what you
discover.

Olive learns a lot of fun facts about beavers. Research your favorite
animal. Some search ideas include physical description, family life, diet,
routines, and habitat. List your favorite ten facts about this animal. 

Climate change is the “significant and long-lasting change in the Earth's
climate and weather patterns.” Research and write about what causes
climate change, how climate change will affect the planet, and what we
can do to help prevent it.



 Magic Activity: The Future Is Sweet as Candy

The Five Rules of Magic:
1. Magic Is Make Believe.

Magic—and real life—mirrors your beliefs.

2. Magic Is Stronger When Done Together.
But never make someone’s choice for them.

3. Magic Is Infinite.
Be specific. Focus. Then let go. Be open to the possibilities.

4. Magic Is a Verb.
Magic only happens when you take action.

5. Magic Doesn’t Wear a Watch.
Magic unfolds in its own time and way.

Olive and her best friend Kayla believe in magic. Especially the everyday
magical stuff. Like when you think about your best friend, and they text at that
exact moment.

They started their book of spells in third grade. But it’s not about putting
curses on others using ingredients like warts from a toad. Their favorite spell
is “The Future Is Sweet as Candy.” They turn to it whenever they need
guidance on the future outcome of something important.

One truth about reading futures is that the answer isn’t set in stone because
everyone has free will. Trust the guidance, but always follow your gut. Magic is
a mirror of what you believe. So, believe in yourself when taking action
towards your goals.

Tools Needed
Fun-sized bag of M&M’s or Skittles
Plate  
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If using Magic M&M’s
Choose your favorite and least preferred M&M color: dark brown, orange, red, green,
yellow, or blue.
Decide on a question to ask for guidance on a future outcome. Be specific and word
as a Yes / No / Maybe question. For example, “Will I get an A on Monday’s math test?”
Get comfortable, quiet, and concentrate on your question.
Lightly shake your fun-sized bag of M&M’s while asking your question out loud. 
Open the bag and pour the M&M’s onto a plate.
Possible Outcomes:

Destined to Win (Yes):
Most pieces with “m” showing, even if only partially printed.
More candies in your favorite color than any other color.

Impending Doom (No):
Most pieces with “m” NOT showing.
More candies in your least favorite color than any other color.

Outlook Hazy (Maybe):
One (or more) of the six colors is not in the bag.
If any candies don’t stay on the plate.

If using Sacred Skittles 
Choose your favorite and least preferred Skittles flavor: grape, green apple, lemon,
orange, and strawberry.
Decide on a question to ask for guidance on a future outcome. Be specific and word
as a Yes / No / Maybe question. For example, “Will I get an A on Monday’s math test?”
Get comfortable, quiet, and concentrate on your question.
Lightly shake your fun-sized bag of Skittles while asking your question out loud. 
Open the bag and pour the Skittles onto a plate.
Possible Outcomes:

Destined to Win (Yes):
Most pieces with “S” showing, even if only partially printed.
More candies in your favorite flavor than any other flavor.

 Impending Doom (No):
Most pieces with “S” NOT showing.
More candies in your least favorite flavor than any other flavor.

Outlook Hazy (Maybe):
One (or more) of the five flavors is not in the bag.
If any candies don’t stay on the plate.

*Any Outlook Hazy outcomes met trumps a Yes and / or No outcome.
*If Destined to Win AND Impending Doom outcomes met, the outcome is Outlook Hazy.

 The Future Is Sweet as Candy (continued)
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 The Future Is Sweet as Candy (continued)
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Think About Your Future

Sit with the answer to your question. 
How does it make you feel? Why?
Is this the future you want? Why or why not?
What actions can you take to move towards this outcome? Or change this
future outcome?
Why did you ask this question? Did it come from a place of hope or fear?

  
Sometimes we think we want or deserve one outcome but get another. This is
often because we can’t control other people’s actions or the stuff that life
throws at us. So don’t take anything personally. We can only control our own
actions and do the best we can to move towards our preferred future
outcome. 


